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empire of twenty-four provinces extended far into South India.
Thousands of Hindus, especially in the north, accepted the con-
querors' creed. Only south of the river Cauvery did die Dravidian
kingdoms escape invasion. Here there was a succession of Hindu
dynasties from ancient times, fighting their own internal wars,
Even before Tughlak's death in 1351 much of his empire was lost
through rebellion; one of his officers founded an independent
Moslem dynasty in the Deccan (the Bahmani dynasty}; another
established himself in Bengal. In the south rose a strong Hindu
kingdom, Vijayanagar, which dominated Southern India for
nearly two centuries.

Before long Tughlak's successors found themselves in their turn
threatened with invasion from the north, this time by the dreaded
Mongols. In 1398 die famous Timur the Tartar, also known as
Tamerlane, raided the Punjab and sacked Delhi.

Over one hundred years later, in 1526, Babur, direct descendant
of Timur and one of the most romantic figures in history, suc-
cessfully invaded India and laid the foundations of the Mogul
empire. Babur was the first of the Great Moguls, six rulers in
direct line who made their empire famous all over the world.
Babur, great soldier, poet, painter, died when he was only forty-
seven, and his successor, Humayun, was for a time driven from
ids throne.

It was Humayun's son, Akbar, who became the greatest of
Indian monarchs. He reigned for nearly fifty years, from 1556 to
!<k>5, almost exacdy at the same time-as Queen Elirabeth, and
extended his empire over nearly the whole of India. He gave to it
the best administration the country had known for a thousand
years. He tried to secure equal justice for all the peoples under his
ride. He abolished oppressive taxes, and reformed the system of
land revenue on a basis which is still in use to-day. Above all, he
created Hindus and Mohammedans equally, and sought to recon-
cile their religious differences; indeed, he tried to found a uni-
versal fiuth which all would accept. His eldest sot^Jafaat^ir, who
succeeded him, was the son of a Rajput princess. A vivid picture